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President'sM essage

By Dan Falcone

My messageistoacknowledgethe
challengesof adowneconomy, an
environmental catastropheandthe
issuesof eDEP. Thechallengesof
theeconomy, theGulf Oil Spill,and
eDEPwill beovercome. Thereare
many good, tal ented and motivated
peopleworkingontheresol ution of
thesechallenges. Themembersof
thel TLA areworking specifically
ontheeDEPissuestoalleviatethe
difficultiesexperiencedwitheDEP.
Theshortcomingsof eDEPwill be
resolved. Itisonly amatter of time.

TheGulf Oil Spill will undoubtedly
haveanegativeimpactonthe
environmentintheGulf of Mexico
for decades, butitisalready getting
better. Thewel | head hasbeen
plugged and thecleanup hasbegun.
Themediaisalready reporting 70%
of thespilled oil hasevaporated,
beenburned, or collected. The
remainingoil will beastimulusfor
theenvironmental industry and
contractorsfor yearstocome.

Theeconomywillimprove. It
alwaysdoes. Thequestionof when

Annual Meeting

itwill improvedependsonthe
leadersandtheirleadershipskills,
bothat thestateandfederal levels.
| imaginetheeconomy will start
improvingjust beforeor just after
theNovember elections.

eDEP continuesto present
performanceissuestotheregul ated
environmental community. Slow
responsetimes, software“bugs’,
andentireshutdownshaveall been
part of theeDEPexperience.

L aboratories, consultantsandthe
MADEPall havereportedthese
symptoms. Thepositivestatement
isthat thesymptomshavebeen
identified. Plansonhowtocorrect
theshortcomingshavebeen
discussedwiththeMADEP,
Energy and Environmenta Affairs,
andthel TLA andtheseplansare
beingputinplace. Likethe
economy and Gulf Oil Spill,eDEP
will becorrected andimproved.

It seemsthat wearefacing prob-
lemsall around. Weareworkingin
adismal economy, millionsof
gdlonsof oil havespilledintothe
Gulf of Mexico, & eDEPisadrag
onthelocal environmental
community.
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Butwheneverythinglookstheworst, weneedto
remember thatitwill get better.

S0, chinup, brighter daysareahead.

| hopeeveryonehashad asafeand enjoyable
ummer.

| look forwardtoseeingall at the September
Quarterly meetingof thel TLA.

MWRA Iltems

By Mike Delaney, mdelaney@mwra.state.ma.us

Half of MWRA Couplingand itsBolts
Unearthed, Sent ToL ab

OnJduly 15, thecouplinginvolvedintheMay 1 Shaft
5A water mainbreak wasfoundinanexcavation
adjacenttothepipe. Earlier that day, thesecond of
two" sealingplates’ - small componentsof the
coupling-wasasofound. Thefirst sealing platewas
foundinlateJune,

Diggingby hand, crewshavesuccessfully unearthed
half of thecouplinginvolvedintheMay 1, 2010
water mainbreak. The15-foot sectionwaslifted
fromthework pitandtransporteddirectly toa
|aboratory for anaysis. Theother half of thecoupling,
whichwasattachedtothefirst sectionby asingle
bolt, isstill buried deep under awater pipe. Engineers
areassessingoptionsfor thesaferetrieval of this
section.

Anindependent expert panel isinvestigatingthecause
of thebreak.

MWRA MailsAnnual Water Quality Report
TheMassachusettsWater ResourcesAuthority has
begunmailingitsAnnua Water Quality Reportto
every householdinitsservicearea. Thereportis
requiredby thefederal SafeDrinkingWater Actand
updatesconsumersonlast year’ swater quality test
results.

MWRA hasgreat confidenceinthewater delivered
toyour homeandwantsitscustomerstohavethe
sameconfidence. MWRA andthelocal water
departmentstest thousandsof sampleseachweek.
Theresultsfor 2009 wereexcel lent: for the120

contaminantstestedfor, every standardwasmet.

“Overthelast 25 years, MWRA hasmademajor
Improvementstothewater systemthat will ensurethe
delivery of great water toyour tap for decadesto
come,” said MWRA executivedirector FredL askey.
“Themajor water mainbreakinMay really

emphasi zed theimportanceof thiswork —andthe
work thatisstill lefttodo.”

Inthelatest round of testing, theMWRA systemwas
againbelowthelL ead ActionL evel withthelowest
levelsever. Andtestshaveal soshownthat thereare
notracesof pharmaceutical sinthedrinkingwater
suppliedby MWRA.

MWRA distributesthereport to over 800,000 homes
in41citiesandtowns. Community-specificinserts

a soprovideinformationabout municipal water
systems. Thereportsarebeing mailed between now
andtheend of June. Look for itinyour mailbox.
Thereportisalsoavailableon-lineat http://
www.mwra.com/water/ntml/awar.htm. A largeprint
versionisavailableuponrequest andaSpanish
versionwill alsobeavailablesoon.

Visit Our Web Pagefor Morel nformation
Check usout at www.mwra.com. Wehaveawealth
of informationfor boththepublicandfor expertson
our water andwastewater activities. Thisincludes
monthly updatesondrinkingwater quality testing,
informationonlead, our most recent Consumer
ConfidenceReport, and many technical reports
associatedwiththeDeer 1sland Treatment Plant and
our extensiveHarbor and Outfall Monitoring

program.

Food for Thought

Confidenceontheouts debeginsby livingwith
integrity ontheinside.
BrianTracy

I'mnot convincedthat theworldisinany worse
shapethaniteverwas. It'sjust thatinthisageof
amostinstantaneouscommunication, webear the
wei ght of problemsour forefathersonly read about
after they weresolved.

BurtonHillis, Columnist

2 ITLANEWS/ August 2010




Regulatory Update

EPA Update

By Bob Bentley, bob@h2otest.net

L aboratory Advisory Committee
TheLabAdvisory Committeefinaly metagain. We
discussed el ectroniccommunicationwithLCO,
focusingonrenewals. Weasked DEPto consider
allowinglabstore-usepersonnel datainstead of
havingtore-enteritif itwasunchanged. Weal so
asked questionsré atingto modificationsof
certificationsandel ectronicrequirementstore-
submit dataover and over again. Both of thesewere
takenunder advisement.

TheL CO stated that somelaboratory auditshave
had repeat findingsof deficienciesreoccuringfrom
audittoaudit. TheLCO statethat theNELAC
standard hasbeen movingtodropre-occurrences
for aparameterto“not certified.” TheL CO stated
that they werenot planningtoimplement thisnow,
but wewerewarnedthat weneedtoeliminatere-
occurrences!

eDEP

Therehavebeenenoughtwists, turnsandglitchesin
theeDEP processsince January that many of us
havebeenleft frustrated. Wehavestrongly
suggested that afacetofacemeeting wasneeded
withall thepresent usersaswell asall other
stakeholders. Therearemany issuesthat needto be
discussed. We, asusers, feel that we need to meet
withmost of theplayersincluding| T staff fromDEP
or EOEEA. Inspiteof this, thedrumbeat continues
regardingmandatory implementation. Thiscontinuing
drumbeat withan apparent, rel axed attitudetoward
holdingameetingtohear andresolvethese
problems, remainsvery disconcerting.

Onthisand other issues, stay tuned!!! Wehopeto
beabletoupdateyou at our upcoming meetingwith
newsfromthenext LabAdvisory Committee
meeting. If youknow of other regul atory issuesor
haveany other itemsweshouldbewatching, please
contact meor any member of theExecutive
Committee.

Provided by Catalyst Information Resources

EPA Proposes“Method UpdateRule’ for
Water Program

EPA haspublishedapre-publicationnoticethat pro-
posesnew methods, or changesto exi sting methods,
that affect 22 EPA methods, 16 Standard M ethods
methods, 10 ASTM methods, and 8 alternatetest
proceduresin 40 CFR Part 136. The proposedrule
alsocontainsanumber of clarificationsrelatingto
approved methods, samplepreservationandholding
times, quality control, and method modificationsas
well aschangesto specific sectionsof thecodeof
federa regulationsthat relateto NPDESpermitsfor
threedifferentindustrial categories. A summary of the
167-pagepre-publication noticeisattachedtothis
issueof Calibrate. Theproposed ruleshould appear
intheFedera Register later thismonth. http://
WwWW.epa.gov/waterscience/methods/update/

Changesin Requirementsfor Spiking Samples
for SW-846 M ethods: EPA’ sOfficeof Resource
Conservationand Reco-very haspublishedamemo
concerning SW-846 methods 3500C, 3545A &
3550C. Thememo statessurrogate& matrix spikes
should not beadded prior toadding drying agents
suchassodiumsulfate. www.epa.gov/epawaste/
hazard/testmethods/pdfs/spiking-memo. pdf

EPA toProposeRevisionsto Water Quality
Standar ds. EPA announcedit planstoinitiatea
national rulemakingtomakealimited set of targeted
changesto EPA’ swater quality standardsregulation.
EPA expectsto publish such proposedrulechanges
inthesummer of 2011. Thepurposeof thisnoticeis
toannounceEPA’ sintentto holdtwoinformal public
sessionsin August 2010. (6/30/10; 75 FR44930)

UpdatestoEPA’sWholeEffluent Toxicity
ManualsPublished

EPA haspublished anerratasheet for themanual
“Short-termMethodsfor EstimatingtheChronic
Toxicity of Effluentsand ReceivingWatersto
Freshwater Organisms.” www.epa.gov/waterscience/
methods/'wet/wetmanud .pdf

ITLANEWS/ August 2010 3




ITLA Quarterly Meeting

Wednesday, September 15, 2010
DoubletreeHotel Bostor/Milford
11 Beaver Street
Milford, M assachusetts01757
Tel: 1-508-478-7010

target specifictasksthat arerequired by
thenew methodmodificationsemerging
inMassachusettsand New Jersey
markets. All of thesefeaturesare
applicableto GCFID andGCM S

analysespreferred by thepetroleum
industry. AbacusSoftwaredirectly
addresseslimitationsof Agilent’s
Chemdtation EnviroQuant softwareand

8:30a.m. Coffee
9:00a.m. CommitteeReports
9:30a.m. AbacusSoftwareand Enhancements

for Agilent Chemstation

EnviroQuant DataAnalysis of thedataanalysisprocess.
Software 10:10a.m. Break
By Netl Yarranton, Abacus 10:20a.m. USEPA approved Micraobiological

EnviroQuant DataAnaysisSoftware
for Agilent’ sChemstationsoftwareis
commonly usedinEnvironmental
Analysislabstoacquireand process
environmental sampleextracts, bothin
GCand GCM Sinstruments. Much of
thesoftware scapability hasnot
changedsinceitwasfirst devel oped,
andisnot keeping pacewiththe
challengesof today’ sanaytica

process ngandreporting requirements.
Abacushasdevel oped anumber of
softwareadd-insand enhancementsthat
directly addresslimitationsincaibration
methods, datareview and
documentation, andreportingraw and
final results. Each of thesoftwareadd-
ins, CHROMtools, CALtools, and
DATAtools, providecontrol over data
caibration, re-quantification, data
review (QEDIT), andresultreporting
(CLPForms) toensurefast, accurate
andefficient useof theEnviroQuant
software. TheAbacusEnhancements,
mFlags, QC Reporting, Sequencelog,
Blank Subtraction, Basdline
propagation, M assachusettsEPH and
APH reportingand many other tool s,

11:15a.m.

12:00pm

improvestheperformanceandefficiency

Methodsfor TestingDrinking,
Ground, Recr eational and Waste
Waters

By Gil Dichter, IDEXX Laboratories

* Introductiontowater microbiology

* Overviewof Regulationspertaining
toapproved methods

e Methodsfortotal coliforms, Fecal,
E.coli andenterococci

*  Whatisanumber; MPN vs. MF

« Q&A

M assachusetts Department of
Environmehtal Protection-eDEP
Update

By Andrew Durham, MA DEP

MeetingAdjourns

Food for Thought

Character connot bedevel opedineaseand quiet.
Only throughexperienceor trial and sufferingcan
thesoul bestrengthened, visioncleared, ambition
inspired, and successachieved.

Beingdefeatedisoftenonly atemporary condi-
tion. Givingupiswhat makesit permanent.

Helen K eller (1880-1968)

MarilynvosSavant
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