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President'sM essage
By Dan Falcone
President’s Message

The Holidays are fast approach-
ingwithaNew Year and new
challenges and opportunities.

For all of those who are not
aware or plugged into the MA
DEP, the new commissioner
Ken Kimmell, is proposing a
Regulatory Reform Initiative.

First impressions are, this
action will have an impact on
all our members and our
customers, whether it is
drinking water, wastewater, or
consulting customers. We can
expect these changes to be
implemented beginning in April
2012.

Coupled with the Regulatory
Reform Initiative is the pre-
mise that the eDEP will per-
form effectively and will make
the lab (and by extension our
customers) interactions with
the MADEP more efficient.
However, since the announ-

Quarterly Meeting

cement of the Regulatory
Reform Initiative eDEP has had
major glitches. Software and
hardware difficulties with
eDEP have made it difficult to
network with eDEP on a
regular basis and have not been
at al efficient.

It is encouraging that the regu-
lators are looking forward to
the future in how they protect
the environment and the health
of the Massachusetts citizens,
but | hope that it will be plan-
ned and implemented in a help-
ful and constructive manner.

How we, astheITLA, or as
separate laboratories, approach
these changes can bring about
opportunities for each of us in
the coming year.

| hope that al of our members
and their staffs have a Happy
Holiday season. | want to invite
every member to the
December Quarterly meeting
so | can wish you the very best
Holiday Season and a
prosperous 2012.

Wednesday., December 14, 2011, Doubletree Hotel in Milford, MA. Featur e Presentation:

"History of Public Health and Water Testing in Massachusetts’ Marcis Kempe, MWRA




MWRA Items

By Mike Delaney, mdelaney@mwra.state.ma.us

MWRA Water Named “ New England’sBest” —
WinsTasteTest at New England Water Works
Association Conference

OnTuesday, September 27, theM assachusetts
Water ResourcesA uthority took homethe2011
awardfor“New England sBest” drinkingwaterina
contest heldat theNew England Water Works
Association’ sannual conferencein Newport, Rhode
Idand.

Therewereeight entriesfromacrossNew England.
Each samplewastasted at roomtemperature, then
scoredonal-10scale. Theinternational panel of
judgesincluded David L aFrance, AWWA Executive
Director, DennisKelleher, AWWA VicePresident,
and TundeOgunsanwo, of Nigeria, Africa. According
toKirstenKing, NEWWA'’scommunications
director, “ Thewinner receivesbraggingrightsfora
year aswell asavery largetrophy.”

MWRA Receives“ L eading By Example’

Awar dfromtheCommonwealth
TheMassachusettsWater ResourcesA uthority
receivedthel eading by ExampleAwardfromthe
ExecutiveOfficeof Energy and Environmental Affairs
at aceremony at the State Housein Bostonon
October 26, 2011.

RichardK. Sullivan, Secretary of Energy and

Environmental Affairsand Chairmanof theMWRA
Board of Directors, presentedtheawardto MWRA
staff. Theagency wasrecognizedfor completinga
number of new renewableenergy projectsacrossits
servicearea, includingthreewindturbinestotaling 3.1
megawatts, four solarinstallationstotaling 1.28
megawatts, a200Kkilowatt hydroel ectricgenerator,
and a5.5 megawatt back pressturbineto upgradean
existing 18-megawatt steamturbine.

MWRA'’ sExecutiveDirector, Frederick A. Laskey,
notedthat $18millionof theagency’ s$38million
annual energy needsnow comesfromclean,
renewableenergy.

MWRA hasalsoaggressively sought out funding
opportunitiesfor many of itsrenewableprojectsfrom
avariety of sources,includingover $10million
throughthe American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act(ARRA).

TheL eading by ExampleProgramwasestablishedin
April 2007 by Governor Deval Patrick’ sExecutive
Order No. 484, “Leading by Example- Clean
Energy andEfficient Buildings.” Theprogramis
overseen by theExecutive Officeof Energy and
Environmenta AffairsandtheExecutiveOfficefor
AdminigtrationandFinance.

ThismarksthesecondtimeMWRA hasreceivedthis
award. In2007, MWRA wasrecognizedfor its
renewableenergy generationon Deer I land, the
exploration of other opportunitiesfor solar, wind, and
hydroel ectric power at anumber of facilities, recycling
efforts, anditsaternativefuel vehiclesanddiesd
retrofits.

MWRA hasal soreceived awardsfor itsrenewable
programsfromtheM assachusettsEnergy Consumers
Alliance, theU.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
andtheM assachusettsDepartment of Environmental
Protection.

MWRA InstallingNewWind Turbinein
Charlestown

MWRA installedanew, 1.5megawatt windturbine
attheDel auri Sewer Pump Stationin Charlestown,
Massachustts.

Theturbinewill generate3millionkilowatt hoursof
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electricity per year andsave MWRA ratepayers
$350,000annually. Thepower generated will benet-
meteredtooffset MWRA el ectricity costs.

This$4.7millionprojectwaspaidforwithstimulus
fundsthroughthe American Recovery and
ReinvestmentAct.

Thecompletedturbinestructurewill measure364feet
highat bladepeak. I nstall ationwasperformed by
design/build contractor LumusConstruction.

MWRA'’sRenewableEnergy Program
TheCharlestownWind Turbineispartof MWRA'’ s
ongoing RenewableEnergy Program. MWRA has
embraced andimplemented cleanenergy technologies
and practices, demongtrating astrong commitment to
energy efficiency, renewablesandtotheenvironment.
Withwind, solar, hydroel ectricandbiogas
technologies, MWRA currently usesnearly 14
megawattsof renewableenergy. AttheDeer Idand
Treatment Plant alone, MWRA salf-generates23%
of thefacility’ selectricity; by alsousingthemethane
producedin seweragetreatment, over 50% of the
plant’ senergy demandismet.
Projectstogenerateanadditional 3.7 megawattsare
inconstructionand moreareontheway.

There' satime-lapsevideoof theconstructionof this
windturbinehere: www.youtube.com/
watch/=tjATpb6hr7A

Andaninterestingstory ontheDeer Iandwind
turbineshere: www.travel channel .com/Video/the-
power-of-windmills-16373

Visit our Web Pagefor Morelnformation
Check usout at www.mwra.com. Wehaveawealth
of informationfor boththepublicandfor expertson
our water andwastewater activities. Thisincludes
monthly updatesondrinkingwater quality testing,
informationonlead, our most recent Consumer
ConfidenceReport, and many technical reports
associatedwiththeDeer Iland Treatment Plantand
our extensiveHarbor and Outfall Monitoring

program.
Food for Thought

"Alwayserr onthesideof doingright. Y ouand
onlyyouareresponsibleforyour ethics.” GriffinBell

Regulatory Update

By Bob Bentley, bob@h2otest.net

L aboratory Advisory Committee

eDEP

Wewereinformedthat the” missing” analytes
(including Perchlorate, Enterococcus, etc.) were
almost ready tobeaccepted. By thiswriting,
everyoneshouldhaverece ved theannouncement
from Andrew Durham. Pleasenotethat bromateis
still missingfromthelist, but youarenow ableto
upload perchlorate, Enterococcus, etc.

DEPIT

Apparently, DEPislookingattheirentirel T infra-
structureintermsof makingit moreuser friendly. The
ideaistopotentially performanoverhaul of theentire
DEPwebsite. A report withrecommendationsisdue
inJanuary.

Wehaveheardthat theCommissionerisworking
hardto“increaseefficiencies’ intheDepartment with
oneof hisfocusesonincreasinge ectronicsubmis-
sions. Asyouknow, ITLA hasbeenwatchingthis
very carefully, however, wewanttobeinsome
control beforewearetoldto”Doit!”

Indirectrelationtothis, therewasapparently avery
sgnificant“systemfailure’ (DEP sownwords) inthe
systeminearly November. Atthiswriting (lateNo-
vember),itisstill notfully operational. hisisparticu-
larly truefor anyonedeaingwithBWSC. Itisnoted
that the* scannedfilesdatabase” appearstohave
beencompletely lostandisbeingre-created from
scratch. SinceDEPhastold everyonethat thedataon
their serversistherepository for al data, and water
suppliersand othershavebeentoldthat thereisno
needto keep back-up copiesontheir premises, this
leavesuswithsomevery real concerns. Stay tuned....

M anganese

DEPhasnot moved ahead on Manganeseyet.
Althoughitwill becomeguidance, itisjust amatter of
when. Whenasked, thelL aboratory Certification
Officeindicatedlittleinterestinadding manganeseto
thelist of certified parametersfor drinkingwater.
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ITLA Quarterly Meeting

Wednesday, December 14, 2011
DoubletreeHote

11 Beaver Street, Milford, MA 01757
(508) 478-7010

8:30am. Coffeeand Networking

9:00a.m. CommitteeReports
* Regulatory
* Ethics
» Finance

9:45a.m. EPA Method 524.2 Presentation

By Erik Mallory, Tekmar
10:30a.m. Break

10:45a.m. History of PublicHealthand Water
Testing in Massachusetts
By Marcis Kempe, MWRA

11:30pm MeetingAdjourns

Regulatory UpdateContinued:

WhenITLA indicated that thereneeded tobesome
oversight of |abssubmitting dataon manganese, the
Drinking Water personnel suggestedthat they could
specify appropriatemethods.

Conductivity

A questionwastrai sed regarding themeasurement of
conductivity for laboratory reagent water andwhat
methodol ogy shouldbeused. Therequirementisfor
annual verification, andthegeneral consensuswasto
“useasmall beaker anddoitquickly.”

ReportingMDLsand RLs
Aswementionedinthelast update, DEP sposition
(and apparently EPA’s) isthat theMDL isjust that.
DEPsaysthat theM DL must bereported, not theRL
(evenif thesamplehasbeendiluted). TheDrinking
Water personnel indi cated hehad contacted the
OGWDW inWashingtonfor clarificationand
apparently wasasked, “doyoureally wanttogetinto
that?” Weexpect that wewill stay withthestatusquo
and havetomakeour dilutioncommentsinthe
remarkssectionandassumethat theDEPreviewers
will pick uponthis.

Onthisand other issues, stay tuned!!'! Weplanto
updateyouat our upcoming meetingwithnewsfrom
thenext Lab Advisory Committeemeeting. If you
know of other regulatory issuesor haveany other
itemsweshoul d bewatching, pleasecontact meor
any member of theExecutiveCommittee.

EPA Update

Provided by Calalyst I nfomation Resources

EPA EstablishesMethods Site

EPA’ sForumon Environmental M easurementshas
developedawebsitethat containslinkstoall EPA
methods.
http:/Aww.epa.gov/osalfem/methcollectnshtm

Updateon theM ethod Update Rule

In 2010, EPA’ sOfficeof Water proposed amethod
updaterule. Theruleisnow expectedtobefinalized
inearly 2012. Accordingtoapresentationby EPA
on October 18, 2011, methods 1614A (PBDE’s)
and 1668 (PCBs) will not bepromulgatedinthisrule.
EPA asoindicatedthereport fromthepil ot study of
effortstoreviseEPA’ sMethod DetectionLimit
shouldbeavailableinhefall of 2011. Pleasecontact
Catalystif youwant additional detailsonthesetopics.

TNI PublishesAgendafor Winter Meeting
TheNELAC Ingtitute(TNI) haspublishedtheagenda
forthe2012 Forumon L aboratory Accreditationto
beheldin Sarasota, FL from January 31 to February
4,2012. TheForumwill includemeetingsof TNI
committees, atraining courseonwet chemistry
methods, and atraining courseonthenew field
accreditationprogram. http://www.nel ac-indtitute.org/
meetings.php
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